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1 Introduction

I decided to study computer science during the last month of my senior year in high school. I had

no prior knowledge of the field of study but I knew that working in the industry required a need to

be creative, have attention to detail, and proficiency in many technologies and technical concepts. It

didn’t hurt knowing that working in tech payed well and that some of the larger companies offered

competitive benefits, perks, desirable office culture, awesome work-life balance, etc. I started my stud-

ies at my local community college (Galveston College) and transferred to UH-CL after a year or so.

2 Where it started

I took a programming course (probably AP CS Principles) in my last semester of high school that had

just started being offered. My teacher at the time had recently begun teaching as well. He had us sit

down on the first day and shared with us what his life was like before he had pulled his life together.

He had been plagued by an addiction to alcohol and other substances by his late teens. He had spent

his first couple of years as a young adult stealing, and lying from his friends and family so the he could

partake in his vices. He had lost contact with the people he loved and expected to live a short life with

no purpose, he had confessed that his life was a wreck at this point. But for whatever reason he had

one day decided to change and managed to put himself through school and managed to graduate from

university.

He had a complete change in character and had developed a satisfaction for learning and improving

himself, qualities I had always aspired to have mastery in. I uniquely remember him saying that we

were capable of whatever we set our minds out to do and that he was a living example of that. I had a

friend that I considered smarter than me that was always talking about coding, he seemed knowledge-

able and genuinely fascinated by it. I routinely asked him about it during our free time in the library

during lunch and I couldn’t help but get excited over it as well. I hadn’t met any other student with

the fervent interest he had for academia, I was certain the industry was full to the brim of opportuni-

ties, challenges, and unbounded potential. It was almost certainly my teachers enthusiasm for teaching

coupled with my friends introduction to computing sciences that compelled me to pursue this disci-

pline.

3 Developement

When I started getting into the CS curriculum, I had realized that computer science encompassed

much more than just coding. Yes, you need a thorough grasp of mathematics, technical writing, and
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other expected skills, but you also needed to understand the theory of computer systems, its algo-

rithms, and the methods of implementing solutions through various technologies such as relational

databases, computer networks, telecommunications systems, ISA(architecture, assembly), game devel-

opment, etc. The structured and multi-disciplinary nature of university had inclined me to expose my-

self to topics, technologies, and like-minded peers that helped me build a solid foundation from which

to build my career and base future choices from.

4 The future

As I prepare to graduate this fall I have this feeling of excitement and uncertainty, I know that I need

to stand out from other applicants. I need to prepare for a multitude of technical interviews, create

dazzling projects for my developer portfolio, and revise my resume/GitHub page. I believe I usually

”over prepare” for exams and at this point consider it a skill. But I don’t know if that will be enough

to land a job at a FAANG company. I haven’t made any exceptional projects to put on my resume

yet and I’m not 100% sure what type of responsibilities/companies I prefer to work at. I am still try-

ing to sort it out and will probably determine it towards the end of this year. I look forward to the

career fair held at the beginning of every semester and I’m planning to apply to as many job open-

ings as I can (even the ones I’m not exactly qualified for) through other job fairs and sites like Indeed

and Linked-In. I know it’s rough even landing an interview nowadays, but I will continue to persist,

continue improving, and do my best at whatever I set my mind to do. I’m sure that the only way to

succeed (through ”self-made” means) is to want the goal more than everyone else and to persevere.

5 Conclusion

At this point I would say my interests (broadly) include back-end engineering, robotics, and computer

graphics. I’m sure that once I start working I will have a deep sense of fulfilment creating software

that is useful and provides unique experiences to it’s end users. I’m glad I studied computer science at

the University of Houston - Clear Lake. I learned a little about everything and have had the opportu-

nity to develop interests in many sub-disciplinary fields of study. Compared to self-taught developers,

I’m glad I had the opportunity to gradually learn about information technology in detail from knowl-

edgeable professors and receive feedback on my ability to produce satisfactory results. I hope to get

a masters one day and maybe even a PhD, but I will let my future employer satisfy my itch on their

dime.

Why do I want to be a computer scientist? Page No. 3


	Introduction
	Where it started
	Developement
	The future
	Conclusion

